University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

5-21-1990

National Conference on "Desktop Manufacturing"
to Draw More than 200 Manufacturers to Dayton

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"National Conference on "Desktop Manufacturing" to Draw More than 200 Manufacturers to Dayton" (1990). News Releases. 7126.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/7126

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

The University pfDayton

News Release

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON •DESKTOP MANUFACTURING•
TO DRAW MORE THAN 200 MANUFACTURERS TO DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio, May 21, 1990--More than 200 manufacturers, including
representatives from the three major automakers, are traveling to Dayton
June 4-5 to attend what organizers believe is the country's first major
conference on developments in "desktop manufacturing."
Desktop manufacturing, or "rapid prototyping," allows manufacturers to
produce actual three-dimensional plastic parts in a matter of minutes or
hours without conventional tooling.
Billed as "a conference focusing on innovative technologies for
speeding products to market," the conference is being sponsored by the
University of Dayton's Center for Advanced Manufacturing and Ohio's Edison
Materials Technology Center (EMTEC).

It will be held at the Stouffer

Center Plaza Hotel, Fifth and Jefferson streets.
open.

Registration is still

The cost is $350 for the two-day event.
Presentations at the national conference will include case studies

from industry users, new technical information about eight emerg1ng
technologies in the "rapid prototyping" field and the place of this
technology in business.
The budding technology has captured the fancy of manufacturers because
it allows companies to slash days, and sometimes even months, off product
development time, according to Robert Matt, director of UD's Center for
Advanced Manufacturing.

"From the automotive giants to consumer product
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manufacturers, speed to market is being touted as essential in America's
continuing struggle to gain a competitive edge 1n the global marketplace,"
Matt said.

"Some rapid prototyping systems are commercially available now,

with industry analysts projecting widespread use in the next decade."
Keynote speakers at the conference will address the importance of
rapid prototyping in an overall business strategy for bringing products
quickly to market.

Using examples from companies such as Honda, Wausau

Paper and Toys "R" Us, Harold Sirkin, vice president and director of The
Boston Consulting Group in Chicago, will speak on "Competing Against Time:
How Time-Based strategies Deliver Superior Performance."

In addition,

users of rapid prototyping systems will discuss their experiences in
implementing the technology.
Rapid prototyping uses a Computer-Aided Design (CAD) system, a laser
and a special optical system to produce plastic parts of any geometry in a
matter of minutes or hours--usually quicker and cheaper than any machine
tool.

At the center of the process is a laser beam that "draws" a

prototype part on the surface of a bath of liquid photopolymer, hardening
one layer at a time and building the part from the bottom up.
The University of Dayton got involved in rapid prototyping earlier
this year when the state of Ohio, the Air Force and a growing consortium of
industries chipped in $1.1 million in cash and equipment to help the
University establish a Rapid Prototype Development Laboratory on campus.
The project is the largest ever sponsored by the Edison Materials
Technology Center.
For conference registration information, call (513) 229-2966.
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EDITOR'S NOTE: For advance media interviews, contact Robert Matt at (513)
229-2966 or Frank Moore, director of EMTEC, at (513) 259-1365. For
assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Teri Rizvi or Pam Huber at
(513) 229-3241.

